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our policy, and a speedy conclusion of peace with the Czar was the essential object of a diplomacy which was working for victory. This conclusion of peace was undeniably rendered more difficult by Turkey coming in on our side, and the non-fulfilment of the Hindenburg plan of campaign of 1915. In spite of this an acceptable peace could have been concluded in 1916, when the Czar began to feel his throne unsafe and appointed Sturmer to make peace with us.
It is in keeping with Bethmann-Hollweg's effort to put his political mistakes on the military departments that the most incomprehensible of these mistakes, the proclamation to Poland of November, 1916, has been cast upon General Ludendorff in the most plausible fashion by the Wilhelmstrasse. This is contradicted, however, by the fact that Bethmann described in a Ministerial Council during the winter of 1915-1916 such a solution of the Polish question as the most appropriate one.
After the meeting I proposed to a colleague that if such a procedure were really to take place, the Ministry would certainly have to oppose it. After my resignation I called upon Governor-General von Bessler shortly before the decision regarding Poland, and expressed to him in private my view of the inappropri-ateness and fatal danger of such a step. It was clear to me that this would not only procure a new enemy for Germany, but it would also cut off one of the last possibilities of a separate peace. As a matter of fact, in consequence of the intensification of the war